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Integration of European SMEs into 
circular value chains

• By working together SMEs can be
• more innovative, 
• create more jobs, 
• register more international trademarks and 

patents 
• export more 

• than they would alone.

•  Clusters matter!







European Cluster Partnerships

• - for Smart Specialisation Investments

• - for value chain innovation

• - for Cluster Excellence  Call is open!

• https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/cosme/cos-cluster-2018-03-02-european-cluster-

excellence-programme

• - for Internationalisation

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/cosme/cos-cluster-2018-03-02-european-cluster-excellence-programme




International dimension
Priority Target Markets by European clusters

87% of European
clusters interested to 

support 
internationalisation  

of their SMEs in third
markets

Survey of June 2017



Cluster Internationalisation Programme for 
SMEs (COSME, €19M)

European Cluster Collaboration Platform

International cluster matchmaking events in third countries and 
Europe

European Strategic Cluster Partnerships for internationalisation

Supporting SME access to global value chains through clusters



The European Cluster Collaboration Platform -ECCP
The Platform Connecting over 940 Cluster Organisations



International cluster matchmaking events 

10 Matchmaking events (2016-
2017)

 2180 bilateral meetings

 300 participants from Europe

 140 participants from countries beyond 
Europe

 416 cluster cooperation 
agreements/partnerships initiated 
or already established

 28 European countries were 
represented

 6 non-European countries represented 
(including the USA, Taiwan, Brazil, 
Mexico, Iran and Thailand)



1st EU-Korea cluster seminar and 
matchmaking



Next international cluster matchmaking events 

EU-CANADA
Beginning June 2019
In collaboration with the Canadian 
Supercluster Initiative



European Strategic Cluster Partnerships for 
internationalisation
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Promoting cluster cooperation for industrial leadership in global markets 

• 25 European partnerships

• 123 cluster organisations (25 
projects) representing over 17,000 
SMEs

• Supporting joint international     
strategies and collaboration
with partners in third
countries for the benefit
of SMEs  

Nb of 
partners
involved per 
country in 
this action

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/escp-list

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/escp-list


EU 'Clusters Go International' 
Partnerships (2018-2019) Overview

Overall, the 25 new ESCP-4i Partnerships involve

 123 European cluster organisations 

 25 COSME participating countries, incl. 21 EU countries, 3 
Western Balkans countries (RS, AL, MK) and Turkey

 17,227 SMEs

Each Partnership include on average

5 partners

749 SMEs



EU 'Clusters Go International' Partnerships
(2018-2019) Overview



Other target countries 
by 1 Partnership:

Bolivia,
Costa Rica
Ecuador
Jordan
Kenya
Malaysia
Morocco
New Zealand
Peru
Philippines
Qatar
Taiwan
Thailand

EU 'Clusters Go International' Partnerships
(2018-2019) Overview



European Strategic Cluster Partnerships – Going 
International (ESCP-4i) 

– results from First generation (2016-2017)

• 15 co-funded European Strategic Cluster Partnerships involving about 100 
cluster organisations across 23 European countries have developed and 
implemented joint strategies to support SME internationalisation towards 
third countries (2016-2017)

• 2000 SMEs have been involved in activities targeting international third-
markets generating 85 concrete business cooperation cases with 
international partners

• 370 Cluster-to-Cluster events 

• 3010 Business-to-Business events have been conducted

• 39 Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) and 45 collaboration projects 
implemented between EU clusters and international peer organisations 

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-cluster-partnerships/escp-4i/first-
generation/achievements 18

http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-cluster-partnerships/escp-4i/first-generation/achievements




SME-led cooperation cases by 
objective (phase 2)

18 cases 19 cases



More information

• EU Cluster Portal:
• http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cluster/

• European Strategic Cluster Partnerships – Going International
• http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-cluster-partnerships

• European Cluster Collaboration Platform (ECCP)
• http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/

• @Clusters_EU

• Thank you for your attention

• eva-maria.revilla-penaranda@ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cluster/
http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/eu-cluster-partnerships
http://www.clustercollaboration.eu/
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